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ferent claim. The following trick, however, offers a way out
of the difficulty: the creditor gives the poor an amount equal
to his claim on him intending it for the settlement of his
zakflt debt, and then the debtor, after receiving the gakat,
returns it to the creditor in settlement of his debt to him,
such procedure being lawful. It is stated in the Nawadir
that Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan, when asked about his opin-
ion of this trick, answered that it -is preferable to pay one's
zakat to one's debtor. In fact the earlier Hanifite doctors
used to resort to this trick in regard to their insolvent
debtors. The creditor need not be afraid that the debtor
after receiving the sakat, may refuse to give it back in settle-
ment of his debt, for the creditor can easily extend his hand
to seize the property of his debtor, if such property hap-
pens to be of the same genus (jins) as the claim he has on
him; and should the debtor attempt to prevent him from so
doing, he can enforce his point of view by appealing to a
judge. Another way of getting at the same result is to tell
the debtor: " Name as your agent one of my servants in
order to receive this as the sakat of my property, and give
him power to settle your debt to me by paying it back to
me." When the agent receives the sakat it becomes the
property of his principal, that is, the debtor; but being also
an agent for the settlement of the debt he pays the sum re-
ceived back to the zakat payer. Shams-al-ajimmah al-
Halwa'i (or al-Halwani) said that when the property owner
resorts to this trick it is advisable that the sum given to
the debtor should exceed the amount of the debt by a little
margin so that after the settlement of the debt there will
still be left something in the hands of the debtor, and there-
fore he will not be tempted to refuse to settle his debt after
receiving the money.

If the claim is a joint claim, then the other creditor is en-
titled to his share in the amount received on account.    In